
In my spare time

\Talkitg to work
Steve Davison is a
freelance writer and
photographer, living in
Reading, who has just
published a book of
walks in the beautiful
Thames Valley

Descrbo yoLi bvorilto vay to

A crisp, clear, eurumn day exploring
the region, wherher itt meandering
along the Thames Path orwandering
over the rippling Downs. The sun, low
down near the horizon, casting long
shadows, enhancing otheoise
unseen detail in the landscape.

Wha1. outsde you lvork, do yo! !-.el

nost t)assiofaloy abo!l?
The countryside around us and the
wildlife that inhabits ir io enjoy
borh is a great pleasrre and{e srill
hrve so nuch to learn fron nature.

Whil s.rl o' nLrs. d. vo! lke 10

It nay soundwhinsical, but nature

is hard to beat from rhe dawn
chorus to rhe wind whisperins
through the trees or rustling across

ffelds ofripening whear, ro the

haunting calls of a buzard soaring high

Can yor r€coornen.la estalrarit rrcnr yo! i
Living in Reading offero a reasonable

selecrion ofrestaurants - the choice

would be between rhe London Srreet

Brasserie or Forbury's Vine Bar

Again, irt a choice berween rhe Crooked
Biller ar Stoke Row, for sone great food
and The Bell Inn atAldworth, with a

range ofcask ales, nany fiom local
breweries. Plus, aftervisiring the larrer,

you can pop along the lane to St Maryt
Church to see the Aldworth Giants
nine larger than life efffgies ofthe De La
B€che fanil/ dating fron the l4rh
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century. Or herd forThurle Down for a

great view across ro rhe Chilterns.

Ca. yo! r e.:o nnrcrrd r.! ,alks fer j'oL 'l

where ro surt is the problen, for a great

selecrion ofwalks in the area look no

funher than rhe new guid e book: tvdlhi"g
i the Than.s Vatla, ptblished hy
Cicerone. To choose a favourite is

difficulr - but r day wandering through
rhe Chiterns with then characteristic
beech woods, either bathed in the golden

hues ofaurumn or rhe fresh vivid greens

ofspring. is hard to beat. Head for
Christmas Connon ro the nonh of
Henley-on-Thanes and meander down

ro Sr Bartholomewt Church in Fingest,

wirh i$ rare rwi!-sabbled rower, then

Abover Glorlous beeches and whlsller's
wonderful window in Hanningion.

acro$ ro TuNille setring for BBC
comedy The Vicar ofDibley, with a

windmillseen in the classic frlm. Chittj
Ch;ttt Ra"g Bdng, then off to Stonot
Park, home to rhe Stonor family for over

800 yeare before aniving back at

Chrisrnas Conmon.

\! |1:r lNri . e| 5 lrest kepl sccr.t w re. il
.rrf.rar fa i1l rcr0.:i l
The engraved glas window in Stjames
the Greater Church, Eastbury, bySir
Laurence VhisdeL. The window
commenorares rhe life ofthe poet
EdwrrdThonas, who was killed in action
in \rorld Var l. The more you look at the

window the more you can see. You can

see more of\(rhisdert windows in All
Saints Church, Hannington.
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