
Towdtds Forclon.l Point" ftom dbov. Ltn Cleove

EXMOOR lS Britain'i se.ond smallest
National Park. lt straddles West
Somerset and North Devon and .onsists
of a high undulating plateau with steep
wooded valleys. To the north of the
region the plateau gives way a series of
dranatic .liffs that tumble down
towards the Bristol channel.
ThG rorte takes you throuth a combination

of wooded valleys, open heath and rr$ed
codtalscenery k! ai a.ea that is said to have

insplred the poet Coleridse to write The

Rh/me of the Ancent llariner while walking

The rolte $ans from Hi slord B.idge and

follows the fnal section of the Two floo6
Way (includinS pan ofthe Tarka liall)to the

picturesque vi age of Lynmouth. You would

never know it from lookintat the villate, but

Lyrmouth suffered a niSht of disaster on

August 15, 1952, when, after ex.eptiona y

heary rain, there was a tresh coud bu6t on

Exmoor The torential rain, chanie ed by

the steep river valleys, formed a 4011 wal ol

water that swept throuSh the v age; 34

From Lyrmouth the route follows the

Lyn River for a while before climbins to joii
the South West Coast path. This lonsdistance

route, Brtain's longest, sta.ts ai l'linehead

and sretches rornd the coast of
Devon, Cornwalland OoBer for 594 mllesto

finish at Poole Harbour

Thewalkthen descends tothe East Lyn River

valley and follows the rLshins river to
wateEmeet House. Now owned by the

National Trust. rhe house wd built in I 8l2 :s
afishint od$ by the Reverend W S. Halliday,

and does a Ereat $ade in clofted deam teas.

Lucklythe finkh ls a jlst gende Mlk away.

From the NT car park at Hilkford Brid$
walk down to the A39, cross over (care

required) and follow the road uphilL, keeping

to the Er6s verge. Where the road turns

sharpy left, continue straght on past an NT
sitn and fooearh sign for Lynmouth. Go
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through the Sate and alonS a broad track,

Senty risint throush the open woodtand.
p*sirgthe remains ofl4ynleber./ South hon

&e settement on the left. Shonty aiter. take
the lefr hand fork .rrvin8 round the h l

fo owng the si8ns for L/nton and Lynmouth.
Pas rhrough tlvo gares above fly.tleberry
Cleave and conrinue aont the path fottowinS

the top edse ofthe valley. Or rhe way there
s a steep descent and 6cent to (oss a

stream. lgnore rhe path off to the teft. A! rhe

next path junction tlrn ritht, folowing the
path n the d rectior ofLynmouth, pdsingthe
.ock/ outffop of Oxen Tor and descendtng

throu8h the woods of L/n Cleave. Evenrualy

the path.ontlnues between high stohe
walls, curvng berween the holses to

Cros the A39 and watk throuSh the car
park to reach the Edt Lyn Riven Tlrn risht
aid lollow the river lpnream, crossing ir at
the li6t footbrldSe, to conttnue alont the
left-hand side. After eavins the tarred .oad
the rorre follows the path throuSh the steep
sided, rhickly wooded valley. ttnore rhe first
path !p to ihe left and at rhe nexr fork
take the path sishposted Arnold\
L nhal and Countisbury The parh

takes ts name from the

shelter, inhay, and Arnold, who
was a l9th century transpon contG<rori

who pastured h s mules in paddocks hirh in

The parh climbs rhroush weste. Wood to
reach the Al9. Iurr rght ltong the road
towards Counthbury ru.n tefr alons the tane

through the churchyard and pas to the teft oI
StJohn\ church rp !o a srile. Cro$ over and

bear sliShdy right ro the corner of the m
and .onrinue to the triS poinr on the rop of
Butter Hill (9911d302m). From here lhere
are magr Ucent a rohd views of Lynron and

Lynmolth, Porlock Bay aid Hrrlsrore Point.

Funher nonh is the coast ofSouthwales aid
inland the wooded valle/s and open mooE

Descend to the wall and T-junction. rlrnine
left to keep the wall ard fence o. the rghr
and fo ow a sign lor the Cost Parh and

Lighthouse. At the nexr sgn turn right aloig
the side of Butter Hill, wrh The Foreland -
Devons most nonhe.ly poirt on rh€ eft.
Descend steeply into the screejiled

Atthe tared road turn risht rollowirgthe
codtalpath sgn and keep to rhe rarred road

towards Baria Barow At the iuncrior with
the path turn left following signs to Barna

Earow car park. Walk rhrolsh the c park

to reach the A39, turn rlsht for a shon
dctance and then .ros over to turn sharply

lelt down a si€ned path aoo$ Holden Head

Descend to cross a stream and rhen scend
to conrou. round the hilkide ro join a track
to the hamlet ofWikham. Bea.slighry lefr

and follow the signed path rh.outh w sham

Farm, contoLrins round

tcf,.",,,

At Watenmeet House -
an ideai place lor a well earned clotted
deam tea the East Lyr river s ioined by
Hoar Oak Water From the house cros the
footbridge over the East Lyn river and jlst
belore the next footbr dge turn eft along a

palh sigiposted for Hilkford BrdSe and

Waterfall viewpoinr, .limbinS in a seres of
steps. Keep closeto Hoar OakWater for 800

Frds, p$sirg the waterfall viewpoinr on the
wa/. Throlgh the sare, turn rishr along the
road (83223) and c.oss rhe brdse !o bear eft

turi left. follow ng the

lishermani pa!h

\ dowisream throush
Start/finish: Natonal Trlsr car park ar
Hillsford BridSeat iun.tion ofA39 and 83223
(GR:SS 15541 )

Distancer l0 miletl6km
Map: Ordnance Survey 125,000 Expo.er
sheet 9 (Exmoor)r Ordrance Survey
l:50,000 Landranser sheet 180 (Barnstapte &
lrrracohbe, Lynston & Bradford)

Transport: nearest hain, ne rail station is

Ta!nton or Barnsrap€ (08457 484950)j
buses from Taunron ro Lynmouth (0t823

272033)iT.aveline (0870 608 2608)
Refreshme.ts: wareBmee! Holse (01s98

7s1348)

A.commodation: Lynton Youth Hos€l
(01598 75123/), choice of B&Bs n

lnformation: L/nron (01598 752225) o.
Taunton (0 823 336J44)
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The Edet Ltn Rivet, Lynmouth

miles/l5km
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