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   On a 
Roman 
  roam

Steve Davison leads the way on a 5 mile walk 

around the historic village of Rockbourne in the 

south-west corner of the county
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WALK

For this month�s walk we head 
to the far west of Hampshire 
and the little village of 
Rockbourne, not far from the 
border with neighbouring 

Wiltshire and Dorset. The village, whose 
main street is lined with picturesque brick 
and timber-frame thatched cottages, is 
home to a historic church and a lovely 
thatched pub � The Rose and Thistle. 

First mentioned in the Domesday Book, 
Rockbourne has a long history stretching 
back to the Iron Age and was once home to 
a Roman villa. Before leaving the village 
call in at St Andrew�s Church, which dates 
from the 11th century, and then follow the 
walk through �ields and along tracks to 
reach Whitsbury, home to St Leonard�s 
Church and a pub (short detour). From here 
we meander through wooded countryside 
to reach the Rockbourne Roman Villa 
where you can learn more about the 
ancient history of the area and see the 
remains of the Roman courtyard villa that 
once formed the centre of a large farming 
estate. The villa included a bath house, 
living quarters, farm buildings and 
workshops and today you can see some of 
the original mosaic floors, part of the 
underfloor heating system and the outline 
of some of the villa�s forty rooms. 

Take a look round the museum to see 
many of the fascinating objects that have 
been found here during excavations 
(www3.hants.gov.uk/rockbourne-roman-
villa; 0845 603 5635) before heading back 
through the village for the �inal part of  
the walk. 

Information:
Distance: 5 miles (7.9km)

Time: 2 1/2 hours without stops

Terrain: Some ups and downs, 
tracks and paths which can be 
muddy with stiles and gates, 
sections of road

Start/Finish: Village hall in 
Rockbourne (parking), 4 miles 
north-west from the A338 at 
Fordingbridge; grid ref SU113183

Map: OS Explorer OL22

Refreshments: Rockbourne � The 
Rose and Thistle (01725 518236); 
Whitsbury � The Cartwheel Inn 
(01725 518362) � short detour

More information: Further walks 
exploring the New Forest are 
available in the recently published 
Walking in the New Forest written 
by Steve Davison (Cicerone £12.95) 
which is available from bookshops 
and online.

One of the many picturesque 
thatched cottages in Rockbourne


